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cough, reddened eyes, running eyes and nose, flushed face,
and to isolate suspicious cases. It has been found profitable
to require children and teachers having colds to stay at
home. By so doing, they lose a few days, but the total loss
to the class is less. New discoveries are constantly making
it possible to protect children by immunization against cer-
tain specific diseases, such as diphtheria, scarlet fever, and
typhoid.
A second way in which disease is kept from spreading is
by establishing habits among pupils of keeping objects out
of the mouth, washing the hands before eating, covering the
nose and mouth with a handkerchief when sneezing or
coughing, and avoiding too close contact with other children.
These habits the youngest and dullest primary child can be
taught to form.
Other types of health disorders may frequently be traced
to unhygienic habits of living, such as eating unsuitable
food, being irregular and hasty in eating, keeping late hours,
and disregarding other simple laws of health.
Absence Due to Other Causes. — Some absences occur be-
cause the parents require their children to remain at home.
In one kind of social environment children are kept out of
school to work in factories, on farms, or in the home. On
another social level, children are over-coddled and not per-
mitted to leave their homes because the weather is too cold
or too rainy.
Occasionally, absence is due to forces over which neither
child nor parent have control, such as a railroad tie-up, im-
passable roads, and quarantine.
Causes of Tardiness. — The most frequent causes of tardi-
ness among primary children are:
 1.	Undeveloped sense of time.
 2.	Other interests greater than interest in school.
 3.	Late hours the night before.
 4.	Poorly planned morning schedule.
 5.	Work to do at home.
 6.	Lack of co-operation of parents in helping the little child
to get to school on time.

